
 

  

May 4, 2020 

 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi      The Honorable Steny Hoyer      The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 

Speaker of the House      Majority Leader         Minority Leader 

U.S. House of Representatives   U.S. House of Representatives  U.S. House of Representatives  

H-232 The Capitol      H-107 U.S. Capitol         1705 Longworth Building 

Washington, DC  20515     Washington, DC  20515        Washington, DC  20515 
  

 

Dear Speaker Pelosi, Majority Leader Hoyer, and Minority Leader McCarthy:  

 

We start this letter by offering our sincere thanks to you and your staff for all the work that you 

have done to help the American people during this emergency. The bipartisan work being done 

here in Congress is unprecedented and shows what we can do together to overcome extraordinary 

events.  

 

Our nation continues to suffer from the effects of the COVID-19 crisis. Congress has done 

tremendous work advancing multiple pieces of legislation to mitigate the impact, but it is 

increasingly obvious that more must be done. We are advocating here that our nation’s ports must 

be included in any future packages. This is a sector of our economy that has so far been left out of 

proposals but needs assistance to carry on their essential work. Ports remain vitally important to 

the well-being of our communities during this time and will be critical for recovery efforts once 

this crisis is over. However, due to their unique governing structures, these entities have not been 

eligible for many of the recently enacted relief programs. Our ask here is simple: we must include 

relief specifically set aside for our ports in the next COVID-19 package.   

 

Funding sources vary for ports, but all have seen their budgets hit hard by the ongoing business 

closures and stay-at-home orders. Yet, port staff are not able to just lock up their facilities and go 

home. Their vital work must continue to move the goods the American people need and to maintain 

safety and security for these essential workers. Congress should recognize the enormous impact 

this is having by including them in the next package.  

 

Most important is that the next package disperses aid to ports of all sizes, both large and small 

alike. Our solution must make sure that all our ports receive the resources they need. Small ports 

are often the lifeblood of communities and are the hardest hit by these events. We must not forget 

them when crafting these policies. Any effort enacted here must be able to flow down to the 

smallest port to help them weather this emergency.  

 

Ports come in all sizes, provide gainful employment, and serve a wide variety of industry sectors 

- import/export, energy/chemical, manufacturing, commercial fishing, agriculture, and so forth. 

Our nation's ports serve as the vital link between our people and the goods they buy for their 

families as well as ensuring American made products can be purchased in foreign markets. 

Previous aid has served other sectors of the transportation industry deemed essential and now it is 

critical that all of our nation's ports receive much needed assistance to keep supply chains moving 

and keep both employees and customers safe 

 

 

 



We stand ready to work with you to address these problems and make sure that all Americans 

receive assistance during these challenging times. Without this aid, industries served by ports will 

not be able to offer essential services to get our communities back into shape once we start to 

recover from this crisis. 

 

         Sincerely,  

                          

 

KURT SCHRADER       ALAN LOWENTHAL  RANDY WEBER 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress        Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

 
Jerry McNerney (CA-09) 

Peter A. DeFazio (OR-04) 

Derek Kilmer (WA-06) 

Donald Payne, Jr. (NJ-10) 

Anthony Brindisi (NY-22) 

Julia Brownley (CA-24) 

Robert Wittman (VA-01) 

Adam Smith (WA-09) 

Tim Walberg (MI-07) 

John Katko (NY-24) 

Val Demings (FL-10) 

Lizzie Fletcher (TX-7) 

Steven M. Palazzo (MS-4) 

Stacey E. Plaskett (VI-AL) 

Tony Cárdenas (CA-29) 

Stephen Lynch (MA-08) 

Donna E. Shalala (FL-27) 

Suzanne Bonamici (OR-01) 

J. Luis Correa (CA-46) 

Henry Cuellar (TX-28) 

Marcia L. Fudge (OH-11) 

Barbara Lee (CA-13) 

Brenda Lawrence (MI-14) 

Rick Larsen (WA-02) 

Frederica Wilson (FL-24) 

Juan Vargas (CA-51) 

Stephanie Murphy (FL-07) 

 

 

 

 

Suzan DelBene (WA-01) 

Tom Graves (GA-14) 

Filemon Vela (TX-34) 

Joe Cunningham (SC-01) 

Mike Kelly (PA-16) 

Cedric Richmond (LA-02) 

Pramila Jayapal (WA-07) 

Earl Blumenauer (OR-03) 

Denny Heck (WA-10) 

Bradley Byrne (AL-01) 

Scott Peters (CA-52) 

Albio Sires (NJ-08) 

Judy Chu (CA-27) 

Bill Huizenga (MI-02) 

Vicente Gonzalez (TX-15) 

David Rouzer (NC-07) 

Kathy Castor (FL-14) 

Brian Fitzpatrick (PA-01) 

Charlie Crist (FL-13) 

Ed Case (HI-01) 

Brian Mast (FL-18) 

Mike Gallagher (WI-08) 

Peter Visclosky (IN-01) 

Chris Pappas (NH-01) 

Gus M. Bilirakis (FL-12) 

Tom Rice (SC-07) 

Chellie Pingree (ME-01) 

 

 

 

 

William R. Keating (MA-09) 

Joe Wilson (SC-02) 

Pete Stauber (MN-08) 

Don Young (AK-AL) 

A. Donald McEachin (VA-04) 

Mike Rogers (AL-03) 

John Rutherford (FL-04) 

Al Lawson, Jr. (FL-05) 

Alcee L. Hastings (FL-20) 

Jaime Herrera Beutler (WA-03) 

Elaine G. Luria (VA-02) 

Steve Cohen (TN-09) 

Salud Carbajal (CA-24) 

David N. Cicilline (RI-01) 

Lucille Roybal-Allard (CA-40) 

Earl L. “Buddy” Carter (GA-01) 

Nanette Diaz Barragán (CA-44) 

Susan A. Davis (CA-53) 

Adriano Espaillat (NY-13) 

John P. Sarbanes (MD-03) 

Anthony Gonzalez (OH-16) 

Jenniffer González-Colón (PR-AL) 

C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger (MD-02) 

Robert C. “Bobby” Scott (VA-03) 

Brendan F. Boyle (PA-02) 

Henry C. “Hank” Johnson, Jr. (GA-04) 

David P. Joyce (OH-14) 

Conor Lamb (PA-17) 


